
Address Entire Comment Question

407 Ohio Ave

With rising costs for environmental cleanup have you put a limit on the amount of our money 
you are willing to spend? If so what is that number? You are using the fear factor of should 
the grid go down” what is it you think may happen, what are you basing that on and by 
whom? What will need to happen to get you to stop this project on Harbor Island?

1. With rising costs for environmental cleanup have you put a limit on the 
amount of our money you are willing to spend? If so what is that number?                                     
2. You are using the fear factor of should the grid go down” what is it you 
think may happen, what are you basing that on and by whom?

512 Nathans Way

Harbor Island needs to be cleaned up before moving forward on anything more 
concerning BLP especially as the remediation costs continue to sky rocket above the initial 
estimate and there is no end in sight. How is it responsible to issue a $50 million bond for 
something on land that you do not even know can be totally cleaned up and don't know how 
long it will take and at what cost. I think the City needs to slow down and get the property 
cleaned up and figure how they are going to pay for that before issue any bond. I am 
extremely concerned about the $50 mil bond the City wants to issue. First, I don't think we 
need BLP when we will be getting 95% of our energy needs from the grid. Second, even if you 
continue with BLP in some minor format, the Eaton offices could be reconfigured to house 
any needed personnel. Please stop this rush to add more debt. Clean up Harbor Island and get 
the City's legacy costs up-to-date (it's criminal that this has been allowed to happen) then deal 
with potential back up power. In the meantime, continue to buy from the electric grid.

311 Terrill First, clean up the Sims plant construction material - at BLP cost, second clean up 
Harbor Island - explore options for financial assistance

429 Sand Dr
I am concerned that Grand Haven will be solely dependent on market forces for our 
electricity. And as a small player in the national market, we may not get what we need during 
critical times and emergencies.

951 Slayton

Building a new office building on Harbor Island seems like a complete waste of money when 
suitable space already exists in underutilized City owned buildings, such as the Community 
Center. The proposed back-up generating capability is old technology and unneeded. Better 
solutions are available. Building anything on Harbor Island should be deferred until all of the 
environmental issues are known and their associated clean-up costs factored in.

1700 Robbins
I really believe you should be listening to your manufacturers input. If you think for one 
minute that they will not relocate if power becomes too expensive. What happens than? Just 
loose one big one and you lose. Take your time and just listen

1. If you think for one minute that the manufacturers will not relocate if 
power becomes too expensive, you will lose. What happens then?

601 Leggat St

We need to take pause and reevaluate past plans for Harbor Island. The cost of the 
current plan is too much. The site will need extensive remediation, the cost of which is 
currently unknown. Let’s let an expert, independent group review the plan and make 
recommendations before we put ourselves in this kind of debt.

10 Clinton Ave

1. is it prudent to even think about rebuilding anything on Harbor Island if it can dislodge 
dangerous chemicals in the ground? Shouldn’t site cleanup be our first priority? 2. Has the 
BLP factored in the cost of climate damage from their peaker plant burning methane into 
their total cost projections as compared to using renewable energy generation and battery 
storage? 3. How can the BLP justify building a NEW methane burning plant when recent 
research shows that we cannot build any additional fossil fuel burning plants if we are to 
provide future generations with a stable and livable climate?

1. is it prudent to even think about rebuilding anything on Harbor Island if it 
can dislodge dangerous chemicals in the ground? Shouldn’t site cleanup be 
our first priority? 
2. Has the BLP factored in the cost of climate damage from their peaker plant 
burning methane into their total cost projections as compared to using 
renewable energy generation and battery storage? 
3. How can the BLP justify building a NEW methane burning plant when 
recent research shows that we cannot build any additional fossil fuel burning 
plants if we are to provide future generations with a stable and livable 
climate?

1920 Wisconsin I am in favor of a natural gas plant on the island. At the rate that they are shutting down 
coal plants, we will need some type of backup plan.

775 Woodlawn Ave

When Grand Haven residents stated that local power generation was important, I do not 
believe they were envisioning a facility that would only generate 10-15% of our power needs. 
If the grid goes down, a peaking plant that can only provide power to 10-15% of the 
customers, does no good. Customers do not want to pay more for their electric and be 
burdened with debt for a facility that will very soon be outdated technology. This is inefficient 
in many ways. Please stop moving forward on a peaking plant that makes no sense, financially 
or otherwise.

15145 Willowwood Court

Will this be a natural gas fired plant? What kind of turbines are you expecting to put it?
Will there be a HRSG attached to the turbine? Will you use river water for cooling or city 
water? I’m an operator at a power plant, what are the expected emissions that will exhaust to 
the atmosphere?

1.Will this be a natural gas fired plant? What kind of turbines are you 
expecting to put it?                                                                          
2. Will there be a HRSG attached to the turbine? Will you use river water for 
cooling or city water?                                                        
3. What are the expected emissions that will exhaust to the atmosphere?

16 Edwards Ave
Rather than the requested $50M bond and the blank check for the "Pandora's Box" 
clean-up of Harbor Island, has there been a serious solar and/or wind energy solution 
considered?

1. Has there been a serious solar and/or wind energy solution considered?

1014 Sheldon

GH does not need ANY development on Harbor Island, it should ALL remain greenspace. I 
advocate for turning it into an Arboretum. As far as LP gas turbines and office space, I am 
against both. There is plenty of office space sitting vacant the City can lease if it indeed needs 
extra space. LP turbines to sit idle for the vast majority of the time is also a waste of money, of 
which the City doesn't have and SHOULD NOT issue Bonds to do so. The City's residents must 
live within their means, so should the City of GH.

524 Gidley Circle It would be irresponsible of us to contribute negatively to the earth's atmosphere, we 
should only use renewable energy.

22 Lafayette

I recommend bifurcating the remediation of Harbor Island and the potential power plant. A 
municipal green or impact bond just for the cleanup would undoubtedly cause far less to 
finance. There is a great deal of literature and data on the subject. In fact, I was an adjunct 
professor at Columbia University School of International Policy and Administration and led a 
team of graduate students investigating impact investing. Additionally, I am involved with a 
mutual fund group that has Municipal Impact, Sustainable Equity and Equity Impact Funds. 
There is a study by 3 professors, two from the Wharton School at the University of 
Pennsylvania and one from the Booth School at the University of Chicago that notes the lower 
yield and outperformance of green bonds vs. “brown bonds” (analogous to bonds issued for a 
stand-by power generation facility), both of which were issued by the German government at 
approximately the same time. Estimates of the size of green/impact investing are upwards of 
$750 billion. It seems to me that dealing with the most critical issue should take precedence 
over “pausing” until the future of the generating station is determined.



427 Sand Dr

Has an INDEPENDENT financial analysis comparing the costs of the BLP plans with the cost of 
buying off the grid been done? There are many factors in the future cost of energy. A fresh 
look to consider these factors is really important before we go forward with the BLP plans. 
They are currently "banking" about $300,000 a month more than when they were operating 
Sims.

1. Has an independent financial analysis comparing the costs of the BLP plans 
with the cost of buying off the grid been done? 

423 Howard

After digesting the information I believe we should pause on a peaking plant and focus solely 
on remediation of Harbor Island so it can safely be used by residents and visitors for any 
number of uses. If it is later deemed economically feasible a possible peaking plant should be 
located somewhere away from the waterfront. Thank you for requesting input from Grand 
Haven residents on these important issues.

820 S Harbor

My monthly electric bill will be 10-15% higher if we issue the $50 million bonds because my 
bill willinclude a debt service line item for the next 20 years to retire the BLP bonds. Is that 
true? And the average residential BLP customer like me will each owe upwards of $2,000 as 
my share of the BLP bond cost. Is that also true?

1. Is it true that my monthly electric bill will be 10-15% higher if we issue the 
$50 million bonds because my bill will include a debt service line item for the 
next 20 years to retire the BLP bonds?
2. Is it true that the average residential BLP customer will owe upwards of 
$2,000 as a share of the BLP bond cost?

7 Sherman Ave

Can you please show us what the payback will be for our $50 million investment in a new 
power generating facility? Or said another way, what is our return on investment? Does the 
plant generate energy at a cost so far below purchasing off the grid that it can pay for itself? 
This is critical to understand as taxpayers, otherwise we should keep purchasing off the grid 
as we have been since the plant was mothballed.

1. What is the return on investment? 
2. Does the plant generate energy at a cost so far below purchasing off grid 
that it can pay for itself? 

515 Howard Ave
Who have we solicited for moneys to help clean up Harbor Island at the State and Federal 
level? 
What councilmen have reached out and to whom?

1. Who have we solicited for moneys to help clean up Harbor Island at the State 
and Federal level? What councilmen have reached out and to whom?

810 S Harbor

I want city council to wait until we know how bad the hazmat dangers are on Harbor Island, 
and we have a cleanup plan for it, before we finance or rebuilding anything there. We know 
EGLE is forcing BLP to add more monitoring well to see how bad the poisons are in the 
groundwater. We also know the clay liners of impoundment ponds are cracked and toxins are 
leaking out into the groundwater. We also know unacceptable, elevated levels of PFAS and 
other toxins are in the groundwater throughout the island. Most recently the toxins even 
tested in the Grand River itself. We also know BLP’s lawyers told the City’s lawyers the hazmat 
problem exposes BLP and Grand Haven to potential litigation and liability? With so much 
hazmat uncertainty and lawsuit risk, why does city council still think now is the right time to 
float $50 million in bonds?

1. With so much hazmat uncertainty and lawsuit risk, why does city council 
still think now is the right time to float $50 million in bonds?

415 Sandpiper

My concern is that a special interest group has spread way too much misinformation about 
what is and what is not good for our community. Do not let a special interest group decide 
this important decision. Listen to the experts, building a Combined Heat & Power Plant is a 
win for our community.

1118 Harbor Dr
Please listen to the people and businesses of the city of Grand Haven. This issue has grown 
into something it did not need to because we are rushing a big decision. Let’s think about the 
future of Grand Haven and the Future of our planet.

116 Prospect

I have a number of questions regarding the proposed “peaker” power generation plant on 
Harbor Island. 1) Why would we build a gas powered electricity generation plant at all? If 
additional power capacity in necessary why are we not focused on renewable energy 
generation? 2) Why would BLP build an office building on Harbor Island when we already 
have BLP office space elsewhere? If more space, or even upgraded space, is needed wouldn’t 
it be cheaper to acquire that space elsewhere in the city? 3) What is the reliability level of 
power from the bigger grid? 4) If BLP builds a “peaker” plant, who will get to use the “peak” 
power if it required? How will you prioritize who gets the power? Most of our critical 
infrastructure already has backup power generation so what is the value of a “peaker” plant? 
5) How much will my electricity bill go up on a monthly basis, and over the lifetime of the 
bonds? 6) Can we return Harbor Island back to its original wetlands state? 7) If we build on 
Harbor Island what is the risk of releasing toxins into the ground water, the Grand River, and 
Lake Michigan? What is the city’s contingency plan to clean up the environmental damage if 
building releases more toxins?

1) Why would we build a gas powered electricity generation plant at all? If 
additional power capacity in necessary why are we not focused on renewable 
energy generation? 
2) Why would BLP build an office building on Harbor Island when we already 
have BLP office space elsewhere? If more space, or even upgraded space, is 
needed wouldn’t it be cheaper to acquire that space elsewhere in the city? 
3) What is the reliability level of power from the bigger grid? 
4) If BLP builds a “peaker” plant, who will get to use the “peak” power if it 
required? How will you prioritize who gets the power? Most of our critical 
infrastructure already has backup power generation so what is the value of a 
“peaker” plant? 
5) How much will my electricity bill go up on a monthly basis, and over the 
lifetime of the bonds? 
6) Can we return Harbor Island back to its original wetlands state? 
7) If we build on Harbor Island what is the risk of releasing toxins into the 
ground water, the Grand River, and Lake Michigan? What is the city’s 
contingency plan to clean up the environmental damage if building releases 
more toxins?

317 Grand Ave

It is irresponsible environmentally, financially, and ethically to build an outdated and 
unnecessary power plant on Harbor Island. There is zero benefit to our community to have a 
back-up facility at such a high cost. The site needs to be cleaned and preserved especially 
being on our most precious natural resource: Lake Michigan. It is especially infuriating that 
this was being pushed through without an independent and extensive study. I have lost a lot 
of trust in our local government for this reason.

174 Crescent Dr

The City of Grand Haven mayor, city council and city manager appear to want to allow the BLP 
to move forward with a bond issue without regard to what residents want. I am against 
issuing a bond to pay for the BLP to build a building on Harbor Island. They should be 
required to build in the industrial areas that are zoned for their use in Grand Haven.

426 Grant

Now is our time to position Grand Haven for a sustainable energy future. Within a short time 
period, potentially only a few years, we cannot expect to use fossil fuel as an energy resource. 
Our investment must be in solar, wind, battery resource and sustainable energy research. Our 
own families as well as future residents new to this area will depend on sustainable energy for 
survival and advancement. The peak power plant development on Harbor Island is the wrong 
direction for Grand Haven. Investment of public funds must serve wellbeing for future 
residents in a heated, potentially radically changed environment as well as the interests of a 
present portion of our community. Let us use this moment to reassess our energy priorities, 
and position Grand Haven as a location focused on contemporary energy possibilities and 
future preservation, in as much as it may be possible.



810 S Hopkins

The new peaking power plant would firm up only 3.5% of its annual power supply at a cost of 
$22.5 million over the next 20 years. What happens when we also try to pay for the Beyond 
The Pier Waterfront Master Plan? The people and large manufacturers in Grand Haven do not 
see a need for a new peaking power plant. Before you go and think of putting up to $50 
million in bonds to fund a new power plant, you should talk to the residents of Grand Haven. 
Harbor Island be the city of Grand Haven property, which belongs to the residents of Grand 
Haven. Listen to what we have to say before taking any more steps.

1. The new peaking power plant would firm up only 3.5% of its annual power 
supply at a cost of $22.5 million over the next 20 years. What happens when 
we also try to pay for the Beyond The Pier Waterfront Master Plan?

334 Terrill

The environment should be a #1 priority due to the location of the plant. Just because 
residents haven't responded does not mean they don't care. Hosting these meetings after 
coast guard at dinnertime is not enough due diligence to gather feedback. Why would city 
council approve a plant for $22M with no new jobs and such a Small ROI? What's in it for 
them? Snowmelt?! Snow melt system is low priority and things have changed so the city 
needs to adapt. If we can't get the snow melt to work then oh well....it's better to have an 
energy efficient environmentally appropriate solution rather than trying to do things just 
because "that is how it's always been" GHBLP bond proposal SHOULD NOT be approved. We 
need to look at better sources of clean energy that do not negatively impact our environment. 
We should also have a good solution for clean-up of the horrible toxins that BLP negligence 
has allow on to infiltrate Harbor Island. There should be no other option than to clean up and 
find an environmentally appropriate solution. This Island should be treated like a jewel of our 
town not like a dump. City council...PLEASE DO THE RIGHT THING AND FIND AN 
ENVIRONMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SOLUTION FOR HARBOR ISLAND!

1. Why would city council approve a plant for $22M with no new jobs and 
such a Small ROI?

1450 S Ferry

With what we now have learned of the insidious bile of/on Harbor Island, is it not mandatory 
that the Grand Haven City Council secure informed scientific study of that Island, determine 
what are the lasting energy needs of the Tri-Cities area, and work with BLP to develop plans to 
meet those needs.

1. With what we now have learned of the insidious bile of/on Harbor Island, is 
it not mandatory that the Grand Haven City Council secure informed scientific 
study of that Island?

1514 Pennoyer

What technological features does the new AMI system have to lower peak consumption and 
lower rates? How is the BLP currently using them? How much has the BLP paid Jaffe Raitt 
Heuer & Wiess and Arthur Siegal since January of 2019 by year? How much has the BLP paid 
Golder since January of 2019 by year? How many companies received the RFP for the Harbor 
Island Master Plan? How many companies responded to the RFP for the Harbor Island Master 
Plan? What permits are required from EPA to move forward with this project? What permits 
are required from EGLE to move forward with this project? How many other municipal power 
companies are building a small peaker plant of this size? How many companies received the 
RFP for the engineer and architectural design work for the proposed Harbor Island 
redevelopment in November of 2020? How many companies responded?

1. What technological features does the new AMI system have to lower peak 
consumption and lower rates? 
2. How is the BLP currently using them? How much has the BLP paid Jaffe 
Raitt Heuer & Wiess and Arthur Siegal since January of 2019 by year? 
3. How much has the BLP paid Golder since January of 2019 by year? 
4. How many companies received the RFP for the Harbor Island Master Plan? 
5. How many companies responded to the RFP for the Harbor Island Master 
Plan? 
6. What permits are required from EPA to move forward with this project? 
7. What permits are required from EGLE to move forward with this project? 
8. How many other municipal power companies are building a small peaker 
plant of this size? 
9. How many companies received the RFP for the engineer and architectural 
design work for the proposed Harbor Island redevelopment in November of 
2020? How many companies responded?

209 S. 3rd St
The Anthropocene is Nature in its toxic nightmare form. We, as individuals and as a 
community, are part of the problem. We are responsible for our carbon imprint. We all have 
blood on our hands. Those who don't know science should not run for BLP or city council.

7 Sherman Ave

Need Economic Justification for New Power Plant! I wrote a letter on this issue previously and 
received no response. I do not believe there is any financial justification that can support a 
positive return on investment for this project. I am a CPA and previously CFO with JSJ and a 
partner with Ernst & Young and understand the importance of good financial stewardship. If 
the City and BLP were run like a business. This is the first question that investor/owners 
would ask: Does the project demonstrate a positive financial return? If the answer is "no," the 
project is not approved. If the answer is "yes,” the second question would be to challenge the 
assumptions that support the plan. How likely it is that alternative or lower cost sources of 
energy would become available? A business person would evaluate emerging and competitive 
technologies and conclude that the plan is too risky and it would not get funded. In short, no 
investor would put their capital as risk for a plan like this. So why is the City willing to make an 
investment that no business person would support? It makes no sense. Even our largest local 
businesses (and largest consumers of power) do not support this plan because they are 
business people and do not want to see us waste money. In my experience, bad financial 
decisions like this are pursued under the premise of saving jobs. If the issue is trying to 
preserve jobs, then let's deal with that issue. I would fully support allocating funds to take 
care of displaced workers. Think of it as part of the decommissioning cost of our decision not 
to build another plant. We might as well deal with it now instead of kicking the can down the 
road for our kids to deal with. If a new plant is built, our kids will be decommissioning it at an 
even higher cost to the community. I cannot help but feel this project is being pursued 
because we already have a power plant. Imagine if we had no power plant or BLP. Would the 
City be coming to the taxpayers now with an urgent plea to build a shiny new power plant 
and office building to house our newly created City Department (BLP)? Of course not. That 
would be silly. Now, add the fact that we have environmental issues to address and moving 
forward with this plan is flat our irresponsible. Please do not approve the new power plant

1. Does the project demonstrate a positive financial return?
2. How likely it is that alternative or lower cost sources of energy would 
become available?
3. I cannot help but feel this project is being pursued because we already 
have a power plant. Imagine if we had no power plant or BLP. Would the City 
be coming to the taxpayers now with an urgent plea to build a shiny new 
power plant and office building to house our newly created City Department 
(BLP)?



1856 Far Hills

The GH City Council has a responsibility to take a much closer look at the current BLP Harbor 
Island power generation project. Both City Council and BLP members are primarily valuing the 
counsel of the only BLP employee, who has a clear personal conflict of interest. Fossil fuel 
powered generation projects have a very limited future. Incidental projects such as this one 
may not be on line long enough to amortize the cost. The asset of greatest long term value 
involved in this consideration is Harbor Island. Where is the task force to conduct an analysis 
of the future on Harbor Island? Clearly there are problematic issues regarding the potential 
usages of the island, but we do not have a clear understanding of either the possibilities or 
the cost without the analysis. Pause. Look at the long term issues. Avoid a dead end.

1. Where is the task force to conduct an analysis of the future on Harbor 
Island?

135 Prospect St

Here are my concerns: 1. the new peaking power plant would firm up only 3.5% of its annual 
power supply at a cost of $22.5 million over the next 20 years. Other utilities are not building 
small plants like the BLP’s proposed facility, as the economies of scale aren’t realized. No new 
jobs will be created. 2. Harbor Island restoration should be one of our first priorities. The 
island is in FEMA’s “Special Flood Hazard Area.” Dislodging carcinogens such as PFAS, PFOS, 
Arsenic, and other chemicals to erect a power plant is ill-advised. 3. The price of solar has 
dropped nearly 90% since 2010. The effectiveness of battery storage systems has increased 
significantly. Research shows that Microgrids are proving resilient. 4. Significant carcinogens 
like PFOS, PFAS, and cyanide have recently been discovered on Harbor Island. Keeping it from 
our drinking water is very important. The community and BL&P employees should not be 
exposed to the toxins 5. Given climate change, providing future generations with a stable and 
livable climate should be of paramount importance. The BL&P should consider renewable 
energy generation. 6. So far, the City has shared very little information directly with its 
citizens. To be clear I oppose the development of Harbor Island for anything that is not 
approved by the residents and taxpayers. We don't have a balanced budget and do not need 
to be spending money we don't have. No one wants higher taxes so let's find another 
solution...our taxes are high enough.

1123 Franklin Ave

I am very concerned about the “forever chemicals” that have been found in the ground on 
Harbor Island. Getting rid of these, or doing whatever it takes to contain them safely, should 
be the first course of action on this project. The health and safety of our community is Priority 
One.

1848 Doris Ave

My concerns and my husband's concerns are multiple, but top of the list are health and 
environmental issues with PFOS, PFAS, arsenic and cyanide, exposure to toxins and the 
possibility of significant carcinogens affecting our drinking water. Looking forward to 
renewable energy solutions should be our focus for current users and for generations to 
come. We need to pause and think this through hard.

500 Marion How can the cost for this project be justified, when the end result is so small? 1. How can the cost for this project be justified, when the end result is so small?

14235 Terry Trails Road

Hello, I have many questions and concerns regarding Harbor Island. I believe restoration 
should be one of our first priorities. The island is in FEMA’s “Special Flood Hazard Area.” 
Dislodging carcinogens such as PFAS, PFOS, Arsenic and other chemicals to erect a power 
plant is ill-advised. Please keep the health of our residents and animals in mind.

215 South Fourth Street

There is a link between the future of Grand Haven and the decision made in regards to its 
source of energy. However, from the beginning, BLP proposal did not realize how important 
resident concerns were about the environment. BLP emphasized the peaker plant and new 
office complex on Harbor Island. BLP also dismissed the mounting momentum of letters to 
the editor and signatures requesting a pause. Many residents thought that our Sims plant 
provided 100% of our energy and that we should continue this proud/ independent source of 
energy. However, it was a shock to learn that BLP was already buying power from the grid. 
There was also a lack of transparency and willingness to pause BLP's "perfect proposal". We 
were told by a BLP board member last year at a meeting: "We know what we are doing, don't 
worry." Technology is rapidly changing. How do we investigate the best technology for Grand 
Haven? List the reasons for and/or against buying from the grid. The worst case scenario is 
that the grid shuts down, but why would the proposed peaker plant be exempt from that 
shutdown? Our first concern was the decades of contamination of Harbor Island. How do we 
and/or can we undo the damage? Hopefully, the entire grid will be updated with the federal 
infrastructure plan. We are on an exciting path to renewables and new technology. Dear 
Grand Haven City Council and BLP , please pause and allow this proposal to be researched 
and transparent. Evidence continues to mount that we expect you to level with us about the 
peaker plant, need for new office building, and the cleanup/future of Harbor Island. Thank 
you for this opportunity to share our thoughts about the BLP proposal.

1. The worst case scenario is that the grid shuts down, but why would the 
proposed peaker plant be exempt from that shutdown?
2. Our first concern was the decades of contamination of Harbor Island. How 
do we and/or can we undo the damage?

616 Grand Ave

We need to slow down and be sure the money being spent for the purpose of local power 
generation isn’t wasted on something that could be obsolete before it is paid for completely. 
And to be sure that whatever is done on the island doesn’t open the city to lawsuits if people 
become ill from what is done there. An office there seems redundant! And a power plant 
could possibly be located elsewhere also!

1811 Gladys Circle
I am curious as to what measures will take place to rid the contamination in the soil on Harbor 
Island before plans are made to repurpose this land. At this time we don't know how long it 
will take to clean up this area and at what cost. Thank You.

1. What measures will take place to rid the contamination in the soil on 
Harbor Island before plans are made to repurpose this land?



117 Washington Avenue

New findings of elevated levels of PFAS toxins on Harbor Island and in the Grand River pose 
serious dangers to our public health and safety. EGLE is forcing BLP to add 22 additional 
monitoring wells (in addition to the 11 already on site) to see how concentrated and far 
reaching the toxins are. Why? I want Harbor Island to turned into a recreational nature 
preserve and not rebuild on it. Let’s clean up the hazmat mess and turn the island into a 
natural asset instead of a power plant liability. Why isn’t a nature preserve being considered? 
Thousands of people say they don’t want a power plant on Harbor Island. Same with local 
industry. I thought city council is supposed to follow public sentiment, not ignore it. BLP says 
rebuild on the island. The public says no. Why the need to build, especially an office complex 
when other areas are available? I would like the city council to wait until we know bad the 
hazmat dangers are on Harbor Island, and we have a cleanup plan for it, before we finance or 
rebuilding anything there. We know EGLE is forcing BLP to add more monitoring well to see 
how bad the poisons are in the groundwater. We also know the clay liners of impoundment 
ponds are cracked and toxins are leak out into the groundwater. We also know unacceptable, 
elevated levels of PFAS and other toxins are in the groundwater throughout the island. Most 
recently the toxins even tested in the Grand River itself. We also know BLP’s lawyers told the 
City’s lawyers the hazmat problem exposes BLP and Grand Haven to potential litigation and 
liability? With so much hazmat uncertainty and lawsuit risk, why does city council still think 
now is the right time to float $50 million in bonds?

1. Why isn’t a nature preserve being considered?
2.Why the need to build, especially an office complex when other areas are 
available?
3. We also know BLP’s lawyers told the City’s lawyers the hazmat problem 
exposes BLP and Grand Haven to potential litigation and liability? With so 
much hazmat uncertainty and lawsuit risk, why does city council still think 
now is the right time to float $50 million in bonds?

427 Sand Drive Why not have an independent look at the whole plan? It might save the community 30 million 
dollars! What is the hurry?

1. Why not have an independent look at the whole plan? It might save the 
community 30 million dollars! What is the hurry?

122 Crescent Drive

I respectfully request that City Council not approve BLP's plans until there is a comprehensive 
environmental remedial plan approved for Harbor Island. The clean-up plans should be 
prepared with public review and input and with the assistance of qualified and independent 
experts. Thank you.

202 S. 7th St.

How does BLP justify a massive bond issue including a luxurious office building and a natural 
gas peaker plant on Harbor Island when the extent of environmental damage including newly 
discovered PFAS is unknown. Also unknown are the costs and duration of necessary 
remediation. Thorough testing and treatment are likely to take years and nothing should be 
built on Harbor Island until both are completed.

17541 D Parkwood

Absolutely no fracking! This fracking activity is bad anywhere in Michigan but is completely 
unacceptable so near the Grand River and Lake Michigan. Fracking in this area is as dangerous 
as the Line 5 pipeline in the Straights of Mackinaw. The short and long term complications 
that will arise from fracking on Harbor Island are terrifying. If a problem occurs, as it 
undoubtedly will, the ensuing turmoil will kill tourism and devastate our property values. 
Don’t do this!

536 Clinton

Current approach has a perception of lacking transparency and the current BLP board appears 
to have a pre-determined plan. I am not aware of any supporting rationale or business case 
for this plan? Preferred Approach: This is a once in a generation opportunity to do something 
truly special with Harbor Island. This needs to be a transparent approach where we are using 
external experts to 1. best determine the future of Harbor Island for any and all uses and 2. 
invest in modern energy technologies (if we even need power generation at all). Lets please 
not continue to invest in antiquated technologies that are an eye-sore; especially on prime 
real estate.

1820 Pine Ct.

THE BLP needs to obtain permits from EGLE before proceeding with Harbor Island 
Redevelopment. There is a public comment period from Aug. 11-Sept 27 regarding the BLP’s 
permit request submitted to EGLE’s Air Quality Division. Due to the recent discovery of 
significant environmental toxins on Harbor Island, doesn’t it make sense for the City Council 
to wait for the outcome of EGLE decisions and recommendations before proceeding with a 
vote to issue $50 million in revenue bonds for a controversial project?

1. Due to the recent discovery of significant environmental toxins on Harbor 
Island, doesn’t it make sense for the City Council to wait for the outcome of 
EGLE decisions and recommendations before proceeding with a vote to issue 
$50 million in revenue bonds for a controversial project?

1820 Pine Ct.

Industrial leaders, businesses, and a significant number of citizens have expressed concerns 
about the BLP's plans for Harbor Island redevelopment. Why hasn't the City Council obtained 
an independent consulting firm to assess the BLP's plan, so that the citizens of Grand Haven 
can be assured the BLP plan is the best one for the City?

1. Why hasn't the City Council obtained an independent consulting firm to 
assess the BLP's plan, so that the citizens of Grand Haven can be assured the 
BLP plan is the best one for the City?

1120 South Harbor Drive

Harbor Island is contaminated, the degree to which has yet to be determined. The peaking 
power plant would be build in the flood plain. The BL&P is in violation of City Council 
Resolution 18-312. How can Council endorse the issuance of $50 M in Bonds when City 
doesn't know itself what legal and financial liabilities it will have to manage

1. The BL&P is in violation of City Council Resolution 18-312. How can Council 
endorse the issuance of $50 M in Bonds when City doesn't know itself what 
legal and financial liabilities it will have to manage?

17168 Burkshire Dr

What is the difference between Equity and Equality? This slight difference in words has a big 
meaning in today’s society. Equity refers to equal outcomes, while equality refers to equal 
opportunity as in our Constitution. Equality is what made this country great. Equity if allowed 
to permeate, will destroy it. Equity is the goal of all communist countries. Quoting Carl Marx, 
“From each according to his ability, to each according to his needs.” When everyone receives 
a participation ribbon, that is equity of outcomes. Is it wrong for one person to win a blue 
ribbon? What if that person trained every day for two months before a running race? Does 
that person deserve a different reward for hard work if they win, or do they deserve a 
participation ribbon? Why would anyone work hard to achieve when everyone is rewarded 
the same? I am a long-time resident of Grand Haven and was completely disgusted to read 
about the cities latest diversity and equity initiatives.

1120 South Harbor Drive
I don't understand why you want to spend $50 million to build what will soon be an obsolete 
power plant that the community doesn't want on a PFAS riddled site that is in a flood plain. 
Are you guys nuts?

311 Terrill Ave. Clean Harbor island of containments. Plan something in its place to draw tourists not condos. 
Maybe Public manual shops etc.

1609 Barbara Ct. How did the clean up and resulting extra costs fail to be anticipated? 1. How did the clean up and resulting extra costs fail to be anticipated?



22 S. Harbor Dr.

The U.S. invested 85 billion dollars in renewable energy production in 2020 (Bloomburg), 
additional increased investment will occur in 2021, cost per wait will decrease and the 
reliability and capacity of the "Grid" will continue to increase - we are against any local 
investment for a "back up" facility on Harbor island. - BLP please clean up the current polluted 
mess and vaccate the Island.

1012 Pennoyer Ave.

Please do not build on Harbor Island. We need to clean up the island (toxic chemicals) and 
decide if we need BLP. Why isnt power similar to public works ? Why do we need to build an 
administrative building when buildings are vaccant? Let's do some strategic planning that 
considers our size, our population, and our future. Let's spend our money wisely.

1.  Why isnt power similar to public works ? Why do we need to build an 
administrative building when buildings are vaccant?

201 Woodlawn Ave.

My understanding is that we have several carcinogens on Harbor Island (PFO's, PEA's, 
cyanide, etc.) from the dump and BLP sims plant. I have heard from the community that there 
are contaminates found outside of the existing CAP. How are we addressing this issue to 
ensure the health of our community is not jepordized or our drinking water does not become 
contaminated? We should not move forward on building a plant and office until the 
enviromental concerns are resolved for our community. 

1. How are we addressing this issue to ensure the health of our community is 
not jepordized or our drinking water does not become contaminated?

521 Howard Ave. Do not use our lakeshore for anymore office buildings and properly clean up the pollution so 
our water is not in jeopardy. 

613 Sheldon Rd. We do not want a new BLP office or peak generator on the island. Deal with the pollution and 
use it for Recreation if possible.

503 Ohio Dr. Would like to see Harbor Island devoted to wildlife habitat. Enjoy going out there now and… 
(unclear script). Retain the boat Launch area if at all posible too. No camping or housing.

1726 Gladys Cir.

We would like to see the island to revert back to nature. A nice park would be great. I believe 
it would be wise to mess around with all the possible problems from the soil being dug into 
(disturbed). Thank you. Plus that is way too high cost for our town to bare (bonds). Rely on 
the environmental experts please!

209 S. 5th St.
This town needs greenspace! Please consider nature with all of the consistant construction 
and development in this growing city - we are leaving little room for what makes it beautiful 
in the first place. Know when to say when and consider our children and our planet!

12 Washington Ave. Unit 10

Grand Haven's financial distress, enviromental dangers on Harbor Island $30-$45 million long 
term debt to build a gas-powered peaker plant that will not be needed for the future. 
Underfunded pensions. Grand Haven city council needs to stop "mucking up" our town with 
all apartments and condos and let it be. and no more building on Harbor Island. Let that area 
be free for open area for soccer and wildlife.

803 Lake Ave.

With the possibility of Michigan becoming a "climate refuge" for those escaping our natural 
areas where weather/climate change is negatively imapcting lives, is city council long range 
planning for defined "green" natuarl areas within city limits as well as for commercial/ 
housing development?Is city council collaborating with the tri-cities area councils on "green 
space" planning? We support the naturalizing of Harbor Island, and if a "peaker plant" is 
necessary it should be located away from the river. - We also support a consortium of small 
power entities with "peaker plants", bonding together to support electric sales to the grid, 
helping keep our rates lower.

1.  Is city council long range planning for defined "green" natuarl areas within 
city limits as well as for commercial/ housing development?
2. Is city council collaborating with the tri-cities area councils on "green 
space" planning?

132 Dale Ct. Please! Keep the berm on Harbor Island by the bike/pedestrian path! Don’t turn Grand Haven 
into a florida landscape - flat and ugly.

 407 Ohio Dr.

Council states the community will not pay for the powerplant in their taxes. You do not say 
we will be paying for the growing cleanup.                                                                                                            
Is the city eligible for more state and federal funds if the power plant is not built and we 
return it to its natural state?                                                                                                                        
Between the rate increase from BLP and taxes from clean-up what do you estimate this cost 
will be to each household?

1. Is the city eligible for more state and federal funds if the power plant is not 
built and we return it to its natural state?                                                                                                                       
2. Between the rate increase from BLP and taxes from clean-up what do you 
estimate this cost will be to each household?

113 Washington Ave. What will the cost be to the people? No one wants higher rates. What about my tax bills? 
Better not get slammed with high taxes.

1. What will the cost be to the people?

1450 S. Ferry St. Apt. 320
I want enviromental revenue to be brought up. And also the money that is asked for is a 
burden. We are all recovering from job loss, struggles to pay back, bankruptcy, and (unclear 
script).

400 lake Ave. Cancel the office complex on Harbor Island. Unnecessary, exspensive with risk to personnel, 
visitors, and risk of flooding, mold, PFAS, and other toxic chemicals. 

436 Duncan Ct. How can BLP justify spending 1 million dollars for income. Have we looked at other options? 1. How can BLP justify spending 1 million dollars for income. Have we looked  
at other options?

532 Pennoyer Ave. Addess the enviromental clean up cost and timeline how it fits into the bond? Funds and 
planning?

1. Addess the enviromental clean up cost and timeline how it fits into the 
bond? Funds and planning?

N/A

With new technology on the horizon the new proposed plant may soon be obsolete, a risk we 
do not want to be put on the shoulders of our grandchildren. A $50 million bond is too much 
to give them. It should not be built on polluted - or any property. It is a poor business 
decision. They already have a meeting place on Eaton Dr.

209 S. 4th St.

Please get an independent expert to evaluate the BLP's plan. Especially with the toxic 
chemicals discovered on the island. There is serious financial and enviromental consequences 
approving this bond, and we the tax payers will pay the consequences! Unhappy with current 
council members reguarding this bond issue.

32 Honeymoon Hl

1) need to identify cost to remove toxic materials before finalizing plan to build on Harbor 
Island.                                                                                                                                                                          
2) present alternative to peaking plant. Explain whether or not peaking plant can supply 
energy to entire service area.

1. Explain whether or not peaking plant can supply energy to entire service 
area.

7 Sherman Ave.
Can you please show the cost benefit of making an investment in a new power generating 
facility? Does it yeild a cost so much lower than purchasing off the grid to pay for the 
investment? What is the return on investment?

1. Can you please show the cost benefit of making an investment in a new 
power generating facility? 
2. Does it yeild a cost so much lower than purchasing off the grid to pay for 
the investment? 
3. What is the return on investment?

116 N. Harbor Dr. No peak power plant. No bond



404 Duncan Ct. More thought and community input is needed to be listened to. Wait until after elections.

1703 Robbins Rd. We definetly need our own power plant for source of power. We can not rely only on the 
grid. Please vote to build a new power plant.

300 Franklin Ave. Please wait on any development on harbor Island.
303 S. 3rd St. We need to pause our process, get more analysis done and public forums!

78 Grand Ave. Concern: Building a 9 MM$ office complex on harbor island is not wise. Building, if needed 
should be located else where.

627 Hillock Ct.
I would prefer, if council would pause their social engagement (affordable Housing) and 
concentrate on our fiscal shortages. BLP's prime responsibility should be to make sure our 
lights don't go out. I favor the peaking plant.

1014 Columbus Ave. No office building! Work form home and split into shifts first! We are NOT ready to build the 
peaking plant just to save the downtown snomelt system!

825 Sheldon Rd. Stop rushing to build a new plant on Harbor Island. Take the time to further study 
operations.

422 Arlington Ave.
I feel very strongly that we do not need a new power plant on Harbor Island. We need a new 
study to see what is best for Grand Haven. Too much haste has taken place and now no turing 
back!

110 Howard Ave. Grand Haven needs to build the natural gas peaking plant. Otherwise everyone will have to 
buy their own generator for their house. Pass the bond and build it now!

9 S. 3rd St. Unit 204 We are very much in favor of pausing the development on Harbor Island until further 
independent studies have been done. Thanks! - "Stop this until further Info!" 

1159 S. Harbor Dr. Unit A1
I want city council to shift its focus to our health and public safety instead of pursuing a 
$50 million bond. Elevated levels of PEA's must be dealt with first before any decision is made 
reguarding the development of Harbor Island.

1450 S. Ferry St. Apt. 100 No gas peaker plant please

533 Slayton Ave.
Why should our city add a long term debt for the BLP to build a gas-powered "peaker" plant 
with dubious benefits $30-$45 million bonds- to house office space on an environmental 
sensitive piece of property. DO NOT VOTE for this project.

1450 S. Ferry St. Apt. 331 A pause needs to happen before any building is done on Harbor Island.

820 S. Harbor Dr. Unit 8
What is wrong about waiting a year before constructing a backup energy source? 
Why does BLP need a new office when existing location cane be used or the Community 
Center? 

1. What is wrong about waiting a year before constructing a backup energy 
source? 
2. Why does BLP need a new office when existing location can be used or the 
Community Center? 

130 Clinton Ave. No to building a new power plant on Harbor Island. Need more studies done to dertermine 
how badly contaminated.

1630 Grant Ave.
I am not in favor of building at the present site. We expect this board to be or voice in the 
community and that being said in the impact of the community you serve should guide your 
decisions.

1848 Doris Ave.
We are very concerned about this issue and encourage a long pause to further explore 
environmental and health repercussions with PEA's, PEO's, cyanide carcinogens possibly 
affecting drinking water. Renewable energy seems the preferable option. 

1235 Slayton Ave. How long are you going to vacilate on this? Please make a decision. Move project forward.

1230 Park Ave.

No to building a contaminated flood plain!                                                                                                   
No to funding a soon to be felic - Gas powered peaker plant that only generates 5% power to 
the customers.                                                                                                                                                
No to high electric rates due to bad decisions in the future. Please explain the snow melt 
boondoggle that BLP uses as a reason to need local power production.

424 Sand Dr.

The question is do we need a peaking plant, natural gas, solar, or wind at all? If we want the 
plant only natural gas will give up the reliable energy needed at those times. No one rely's on 
solar or wind for peaking power. We simply continue to buy capacity and energy on the grid.  
We should look at developing relationships with other municipalities.

1. The question is do we need a peaking plant, natural gas, solar, or wind 
at all?

805 Griffin St.
Fossil fuels are on the way out. A gas run peaker plant that can only take care of 5% to 10% of 
the service areas needs is doomed to become a stranded asset. The snow melt set up that the 
city is chained to is another bad idea!

1450 S. Ferry St. Apt. 205 Since 2015 the Board of Light and Power Board of Directors has studied Grand Haven's 
energy future. I believe they are most qualified to know what has to be done. 

534 Lake Ave.

I belive it is important and in fact necessary to have back up generators. Due to the fact we 
are purchasing power, if they have a failure we are in trouble without a backup. Wind and 
solar power is an option but people complain about how they look while still wanting the 
benefits.

806 Slayton Dr.

People live in Grand Haven and we like to see the Grand River and lake MI but getting so we 
cant because of all high buildings. Nor much parking anymore. Even on Washington Ave, we 
will be known as condo city U.S.A. if we have anymore condos. Let us have out city down 
streets, why do you have to destroy all of history and build new bigger buildings, why not 
solar energy or windmill we have alot of electric poles, put a solar  box or pole and look how 
much energy you would have? dont want power to go off every 4th week.

1. Why not solar energy or windmill we have alot of electric poles, put a solar 
box or pole and look how much energy you would have?

1100 Park Ave.

Document True need for our own source of power: don't care about snowmelt system        
Don't build anything on Harbor Island, remediation is more important long term                        
Keep strength and benefits of BLP local system support, enhanced focus on future renewable 
energy options. Not a power plant on Harbor Island



945 Washington Ave.
How does having a gas fired peaker plant support a larger portfolio of renewable energy 
sources?                                                                                                                                                                  
Why do you believe the cost of electrical capacity will increase over the next 20 years? 

1. How does having a gas fired peaker plant support a larger portfolio of 
renewable energy sources?                                                                                                                                                                  
2. Why do you believe the cost of electrical capacity will increase over the 
next 20 years? 

515 Howard Dr. No more fossil fuels! Why aren't we leading the change in renewables? With so many 
enviromental assets, why are't we protecting them? Wouldn't that be the smarter hedge bet?

1. With so many enviromental assets, why are't we protecting them?

420 S. Griffin St. I have no opinion on this matter! I think you should do whatever the majority suggests- 
that is true representation!

209 S. 3rd St. How much scientific knowledge about the climate crisis must member of the board process 
in order to be acting ethically in these decisions?

1. How much scientific knowledge about the climate crisis must member of 
the board process in order to be acting ethically in these decisions?

515 Monroe Ave. Apt. 2
People driving down Adams West are forced to break the law because of cars parked in the 
driving lane. It is a double yellow line we are forced to cross. No parking signs should be put 
up and cars parked should be ticketed.

50 Howard Ave. Why can't the BLP Board meeting be held in the evening do more citizens and rate payers 
could attend and provide feedback to the board?

443 Arlington Ave.
Need independent enviromental assesment of the risks to human health and water shed 
given known PEAS and other cancer causing contaminates  on Harbor Island. Against the 50 
million bond proposal.

702 S. Beechtree St. Free trolley service from parking lot on Columbus to downtown. Signage directive to 
parking.

431 Grant Ave

Are you guys even listening to residents? Are you paying attention to what is being said about 
Grand Haven and the disappearance of our city? No one comes here anymore. We are a shell 
of a city we used to be. We are witnessing the decline of what was once a destination - and 
we are getting kicked by Muskegon and Spring Lake.

12 Washington Ave Unit 12 Prove with data that we need additional capability. If so, when might the new plant be 
used?

1. If we need additional capacity, when might the new plant be used?

1124 Colfax Ave.
The best plan is the one the BLP is implementing! You made a very bad decision in what you 
chose to replace the old plant - you are competing with your own Grand haven Community 
Center - how stupid! And you are adding to traffic problems in that area!

1817 Pennoyer Ave
Concerned we get over our heads in phoney buildings that serve no purpose but to look like 
we are a rich community - what have we done for public works (BLP Offices, etc.) works 
upgrade. New not needed

315 N. 6th St. 1. north end 2. snowmelt poorly thought out projects that did not deliver - scrap sno melt 
- Harbor Island boiler are not needed.

135 Washington Ave.
If we didn’t have snowmelt, so our problem wouldn’t be here - since none of the council is a 
downtown merchant - you do not understand the burden of the ongoing cost . Get rid of it. 
Never deliver on its promising more business.

513 Jackson Ave.
Why are there no police officers patrolling Jackson Ave? Cars are driving 30-50 mph on 
Jackson Ave. a 25 mph street. Also cars are not stopping at Jackson and 5th Street (unclear 
script) Never any police cars! (unclear script).

212 Sherman Ave.
1. Need to address the PFAS and other environmental issues prior to any construction on 
Harbor Island. 2. Need an objective, independent study prior to proposed Harbor Island 
construction to evaluate financial and environmental implications.

838 S. Harbor Dr.

Thank you for requesting input on this issue! - It is my belief that the proposed natural gas-
fueled power plant is vital to the well being of Grand Haven and its residents and visitors. 
Reliance solely on the grid as a power source, in my opinion, is reckless. The grid is vulnerable 
to over use/exceptionally high demands, extreme weather conditions, and to hacks. Those 
who may be skeptical of these factors simply need to look at the black outs on the East Coast 
in 1965, 2003 and more, as well as the tragic situation in Texas last winter. In addition, the gas-
fueled plant will benefit the downtown ice melt system in the winter, a strong economic 
incentive on its own merit. Having a back up power plant such as the one proposed will 
greatly assist with Grand Haven's stability as a community. - It is debatable at this point 
whether or not having such a plant would eventually raise power rates. However, even if 
having the plant would raise rates, the assurance it will provide would be worth the slight 
increase. -- Question: I recently was asked why the BLP did not choose to re-purpose the 
decommissioned Diesel Plant as a natural gas-fueled plant. Observation was that the structure 
already exists that potentially could house the new facility. Are you able to say why this was 
not proposed?

1. I recently was asked why the BLP did not choose to re-purpose the 
decommissioned Diesel Plant as a natural gas-fueled plant. Observation was 
that the structure already exists that potentially could house the new facility. 
Are you able to say why this was not proposed?

514 Grant Ave I believe we need to STOP. More research needs to be done before we leap into the past!

N/A

It seems it would benefit the city and the BLP to pause and get an independent assesment at 
the Harbor Island remediation needs. This should not fall to the BLP solely. It may be too late 
to express a desire for as much energy independence as possible. It might mean having 
facilities out on eaton but we want as much control as possible - moving toward renewable 
but that is not the most significant goal. Reasonable stewardship and local control is desired - 
understand may not be lowest cost.

1626 Ft. Myers Ave, Spring Lake

Natural gas prices are low today. Historically prices have been volitile. Liquid natural gas is 
crafting an emerging global market for north american gas. Carbon taxed will likely also be a 
relavent natural gas. What are your future predictions for natural gas prices - 10-20 years 
out?

1. What are your future predictions for natural gas prices - 10-20 years 
out?



8/9 Meeting

In an April 2020 presentation, the BLP stated that LM rose 6 ft. from 2013-2019 and 2 ft. from 
Jan.-July 2019. This led to the BLP asking for a discharge permit in spring of 2020 to dewater. 
Did anyone at BLP, Mr. Seigals firm or Golder advise you to test for the harmful contaminents 
that we have now before dewatering or before making a mixing zone request? 

1. Did anyone at BLP, Mr. Seigals firm or Golder advise you to test for the 
harmful contaminents that we have now before dewatering or before making 
a mixing zone request? 

8/9 Meeting

How many residents responded to surveys about wanting local power generation?                
Did they specify what type of power was hoped for?                                                                             
what other types of power generation is Grand Haven capable of?                                                  
Where are we getting other sources referenced on the pie chart?                                                     
Also why were whole sale power sales down?

1. How many residents responded to surveys about wanting local power 
generation?                
2. Did they specify what type of power was hoped for?                                                                             
3. What other types of power generation is Grand Haven capable of?                                                  
4. Where are we getting other sources referenced on the pie chart?                                                     
5. Also why were whole sale power sales down?

8/9 Meeting
Please explain how power is purchased on the spot market in 5 minute increments and how 
the price can flunctuate wildly. I have seen power sell for $5000 per megawatt. How would 
this impact our cost for energy?

1. Please explain how power is purchased on the spot market in 5 minute 
increments 
and how the price can flunctuate wildly. I have seen power sell for $5000 per 
megawatt. How would this impact our cost for energy?

8/9 Meeting
How will the planned closure of the Campbell plant and restructuring at consumers energy 
impact the BLP plans to meet power requirements?                                                                        
How can BLP protect against vulnerablilities of the open market?

1. How will the planned closure of the Campbell plant and restructuring at 
consumers energy impact the BLP plans to meet power requirements?                                                                        
2. How can BLP protect against vulnerablilities of the open market?

8/9 Meeting When the federal government bans the use of natural gas, have you studied the amount of 
megawatts it will take to heat the city on a -20 degree day?

1. When the federal government bans the use of natural gas, have you 
studied the amount of megawatts it will take to heat the city on a -20 degree 
day?

8/9 Meeting What is the BLP plan if you do not build a back up plant? 1. What is the BLP plan if you do not build a back up plant?

8/9 Meeting Why is it necessary to have an office complex costing $1,609 sq.ft.? $9.22 MM/5,717 
sq.ft.

1. Why is it necessary to have an office complex costing $1,609 sq.ft.? $9.22 
MM/5,717 sq.ft.

8/9 Meeting

Dave has mentioned that the GH BLP was johnnie on the spot in terms at coal ash. I just want 
it to be known that has not been the case.. Going back many years when Dave studied sims 
was such a small plant they didn’t read to comply with reporting that the EPA was requiring 
back in 2016 and 2017.

8/9 Meeting
Earlier question was will electric bills be higher. But Dave's answer spoke to rates. When you 
add the debt service on a rate payers bill will the total bills be higher? ie. Rate and debt 
service=total bill.

1. When you add the debt service on a rate payers bill will the total bills be 
higher? ie. Rate and debt service=total bill.When you add the 

8/9 Meeting
Dave mentioned how trusted the MPPA (Mi public power agency) is, but I don’t believe he 
stated that he is on their board of commission. Currently and for quite some time as the vice 
chair and neighboring city Holland- David Kosterl managing in Holland/ is chair of the MPPA.

8/11 Meeting Does the Grand Haven Planning Commission have the responsibility to review the project for 
the proposed new power plant?

1. Does the Grand Haven Planning Commission have the responsibility to 
review the project for the proposed new power plant?

8/11 Meeting
The snowmelt system was originally justified because it would be run by the "waste heat" 
generated by Sims. It sounds like it is now being used as the justification in building a new 
power plant because it requires heat that wind or solar power will not produce.

8/11 Meeting
Within BLP Service area;  last nights extreme winds happened to be on the south shore then 
traveled to north shore on the Lake. No power outages experienced or noted. In contrast, GR 
area there were 180,000 people out of power, primarily with Consumers.

8/11 Meeting

BLP Concedes that in dismantling the Sims plant it discovered some contamination along with 
the coal ash and that some excavation and fill has already been undertaken in an effort at 
partial remediation. What assurances does BLP have that additional remediation of 
contamination in the footprint of the old sims site will not be required in the future? Has 
EGLE or any other state or federal agency concurred in BLP's assertion that the partial 
remediation that has already occurred will be sufficient?

1. What assurances does BLP have that additional remediation of 
contamination in the footprint of the old sims site will not be required in the 
future? 
2. Has EGLE or any other state or federal agency concurred in BLP's assertion 
that the partial remediation that has already occurred will be sufficient?

8/11 Meeting Is the planning commission required to review and approve the proposed power plant? 1. Is the planning commission required to review and approve the 
proposed power plant?

8/11 Meeting Is there presently a natural gas pipeline of sufficient capactiy to the proposed CHP plant site 
to power it? If not, what route will it take, and what will it cost?

1. Is there presently a natural gas pipeline of sufficient capactiy to the 
proposed CHP plant site to power it? If not, what route will it take, and what 
will it cost?

8/11 Meeting How are citizens of GH Township and other townships represented in this bond decision? 
They are BLP customers but have little voice in this.

1. How are citizens of GH Township and other townships represented in this 
bond decision? 

8/11 Meeting Can GH Energy explain their position on the BLP's plan? 1. Can GH Energy explain their position on the BLP's plan?

8/11 Meeting Can the city afford the cost of cleaning up the island to the standard of the Community? 1. Can the city afford the cost of cleaning up the island to the standard of the 
Community?

8/11 Meeting
Assuming the BLP continues to provide snowmelt and power distribution from HI, what are 
some of the alternative uses for that property and what are the challenges associated with 
those uses?

1.Assuming the BLP continues to provide snowmelt and power distribution 
from HI, what are some of the alternative uses for that property and what are 
the challenges associated with those uses?

8/11 Meeting

BLP has indicated that except for the Planning Commission review, the only regulatory review 
required for the proposed new power plant is EGLE's review of an application for an air 
pollution "permit to install". What assurances has BLP received that this application is likely to 
be approved as submitted? Since the public comment period on this application is currently 
pending, how can BLP know what the final permit requirements will be? Could the final 
permit include conditions that would necessitate a redesign of the proposed project?

1.What assurances has BLP received that this application is likely to be 
approved as submitted?
2. Since the public comment period on this application is currently pending, 
how can BLP know what the final permit requirements will be? 
3. Could the final permit include conditions that would necessitate a redesign 
of the proposed project?

8/11 Meeting

If the city council told you we want snow melt but local generation power is not required; 
first, do you think your recommendation would include local power generation and if so, 
why? Second, if not, could your future facility needs be met somewhere other than on Harbor 
Island?
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Make the case for and against having local power generation konwing that at the town hall on 
Monday we learned: the price of renewables is going down, the grid is 99.99% reliable, if 
natural gas goes down when the grid goes down local power generation stops, the proposed 
local generation will supply just 305 of our power needs, having hte proposed local 
generation would reduce cost just 1% and proceeding as planned would eliminate any 
alternative use of the property.
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BLP has indicated it expects to receive a "consent order" from EGLE that delineates BLP's 
remediation responsibilities for Harbor Island. What assurances does BLP have that EGLE is 
prepared to issue such a consent order? What does BLP expect to be the timetable for this 
order? What opportunities will there be for public involvement in this process? If city council 
approves BLP's proposed project, will BLP agree to any future consent order that requires 
additional remediation within the footprint of the old Sims site? 
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The dismantling of the Sims plant offers a once in a generation opportunity to re-envision and 
plan for the long term future of Harbor Island and vicinity in a wholistic way. There are many 
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can the community justify moving ahead with a piecemeal approach to the old Sims site in the 
absence of such a plan?
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What experience does the energy group have to rebut questions? We sat through last 
meeting and they could only say delay, don’t vote for it. 1,000 signatures out of 9,000 voters 
is not much more than 12%. When are we going to stop letting 10% run our town. 
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At the last meeting, BLP's Manager said the project was designed to stay within the existing 
footprint of the sims plant and to use the existing pilings in order to avoid a broader 
environmental review and so the BLP would only need an air pollution permit from EGLE. 
How does BLP reconcile this piecemeal design with it's professed commitment to a wholistic 
approach?
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What is the expected life of the new plant?
Why do we think any plant will last long given the Sims plant only lasted for 37 years? And 
given ecological/technical trends.
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If the AMI system is designed to help our community reduce our energy consumption, could 
we potentially do the job of the pearker plant by reducing our consumption during times 
when the price of energy is high?
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Lets say: the grid goes down and natural gas is available when the grid goes down, and the 
proposed local generation is able ot run independently of the grid, and it is able to supply the 
planned 30% of our normal demand. First what is the likelihood of each of these four 
conditions being met? Second, how would you distribute this limited supply among BLP's 
customers? 
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